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To Mr Kevin Flaherty Editor

From Fr Francis Marsden 
“My book of Revelations begins with the most dramatic:

if my mum hadn't been a Roman Catholic,

I might have been aborted.

Paula Carragher was given the option of a termination

due to complications halfway through her pregnancy.

She was told I had spina-bifida - a birth defect that affects

the spinal cord. She was too religious to consider abortion,

no matter how disabled I'd be.

'Our Lord told me to have the baby', she still claims.

She's the rock on which my family is built.

I owe everything to that decision

she took thirty years ago.”

This passage comes from a book by Jamie Carragher, Liverpool Football Club Vice-Captain and European Cup Winner. He originally hails from Bootle, by the docks just north of Liverpool.

Jamie's mum had the courage to ignore the vile pressure of social workers and medical staff to “terminate her pregnancy.” Now she can thank God for the reward of being able to take pride in her son as a world class footballer. 

When we speak on this feast of Christ the King about extending the Reign of Christ in the world, the battle goes on in very concrete ways: trying to build a creative culture of life, struggling and praying for an end to the culture of death.
Civilisations are not defeated in war: first they die within, religiously and morally. They lose the will to live. They find they have no purpose to live for. They read the Guardian and the Independent and then commit suicide!  

Without Christianity, our society has lost its compass. Adrift on the high seas, it is washed blindly to and fro on all sorts of currents, but all the time further and further from the safety of the shore, and closer to shipwreck.

Clever commentators may tell us that we are the accidental products of blind evolution, that life has no ultimate purpose, that free will is an illusion, that morality is a matter of personal choice. God the Son taught us otherwise.

In St Matthew’s Gospel today, Jesus warns us about the Last Judgment (25:31-46), when all nations shall be gathered before the Son of Man upon the throne of His glory. He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides the sheep from the goats. 
Although this passage is often called the “parable of the sheep and the goats,” it is really a direct prophecy of what will happen at the end of the world. It is an apocalypse rather than a parable.
The righteous are referred to as “sheep” because they have learnt mildness, simplicity and innocence from Him who said: “Learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart.” Sheep are greatly productive in wool, milk and meat, just as the faithful bear fruit in works of charity and holiness.  
On the other hand the wicked are called goats because they climb rough and rugged rocks and walk in dangerous places. Male goats are smelly and unprofitable (except for breeding). The goat is a lustful and salacious creature. It was stipulated in the Jewish Law as the offering for sins. 

Christ’s judgment is determined by how we have treated those in need, the hungry and thirst, the naked and strangers, the sick and imprisoned. This list is not of course exhaustive. These are not the only criteria which will be involved in our judgment. They need to be complemented with the moral teaching found elsewhere in Jesus’ own words, in St Paul’s epistles and in the Apocalypse, concerning who shall inherit the Kingdom of Heaven, and who will ultimately be excluded from the Kingdom. 

Evidently there will be many who have served Christ in the poor and needy without realizing it: “Lord, when did we see you hungry, and feed you, or thirsty, and give you to drink?” 

Often we preach that in this passage the Lord chooses to identify the poor and needy with Himself: “Inasmuch as you have done this to one of the least of my brethren, you have done it to me.” 

However, the fact that He speaks of “the least of my brethren” suggests that He may be referring specifically to His own poor and needy disciples. In that case, the point is that the Gentile nations will be judged on how they have treated the Christians in their midst. The pagans will be deemed “righteous” or accursed” on the basis of their acts of mercy – or otherwise - towards the Lord’s disciples. 
A preacher today may wish to recast this section of St Matthew’s Gospel in a modern idiom: 

“I was a human embryo, and you voted in Parliament to destroy me by experimentation; 
I was an unborn baby, and you terminated me;  
I was a child, and you perverted me with your so-called sex education; 
I was a teenager, and you corrupted me with your vulgar commercial celebrity culture; 
I was your friend, and you gave me drugs and addicted me to cocaine and heroin.

I was innocent, and you advised me to use “safe” sex and condoms, and I died of AIDS. 

I was a faithful fiancé(e), but you two-timed me; 
I was a loving wife and mother, and you abandoned me for another; 
I was the child God wanted to give you, and you contracepted me out of existence; 
I was an honest worker, and you sacked me for bigger profits;
I was a humble farmer in a distant poor country, and you lowered your purchase prices and starved me; 
I was a vagrant, and you beat me up and robbed me; 

I was your neighbour, and you made my life a misery by your foul misbehaviour; 

I was a truthful politician, and you expelled me from your party;
I was a Christian, and you ridiculed my beliefs and sidelined me in your organization;
I was your mother or father, and in my old age you abandoned me;
I was very ill, and you euthanased me.”
Those who see nothing wrong in such behaviour, who die unrepentant of their sins, can have no place in Christ’s eternal Kingdom. They will simply hear His words of condemnation: “Depart from me, ye cursed, into the everlasting hell fire prepared for the devil and his angels.”
The phrase “everlasting fire prepared for the Devil and his angels” is worthy of examination. God “did not, as far as in Him lay, create men to perdition, but sinners yoke themselves to the Devil, so that as they that are saved are made equal to the holy angels, they that perish are made equal with the Devil’s angels.” (Origen).

Even in the time of St Gregory the Great, people were trying to downplay Jesus’ threat of hell fire. Pope Gregory notes that “They say that He held out empty terrors to deter men from sin.” However, Gregory argues, if Jesus did not mean what he threatened by hell, how can we believe his promises of heaven? 
“If he threatened falsely to check unrighteousness, then He promised falsely to promote good conduct.” If you wish to remove the fear of hell, you must also – to be consistent - deny the hope of heaven. The two are necessary concomitants: the presence of God, and the absence of God.
Fr Tim Finigan of Our Lady of the Rosary parish, Blackfen, Southwark diocese, founded the Association of Priests for the Gospel of Life a couple of years ago. His blogsite on the internet is a perpetual source of useful information at
http://the-hermeneutic-of-continuity.blogspot.com/   Especially for those who like the Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite.
He reports how one priest checked the list of Catholic MPs in the Catholic Directory and compared it to the list of those recently voting in favour of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Bill at its third reading. Is there much point in including a list of Catholic MPs in the Directory, if so many of them are going to vote in favour of the culture of death, in the guise of hybrid animal-human embryos and embryo experimentation?
The following voted for the HFE Bill:

1) Des Browne

2) Andy Burnham

3) David Cairns

4) Rosie Cooper

5) Paul Goggins

6) Meg Hillier

7) Huw Irranca-Davies

8) Helen Jones

9) Barbara Keeley

10) Peter Kilfoyle

11) Thomas McAvoy

12) Pat McFadden

13) Anne McGuire

14) Ann McKechin

15) Jim Murphy

16) Paul Murphy (Papal Knight)

17) Mike O'Brien

18) Chris Ruane

19) Helen Southworth

20) Don Touhig (Papal Knight)

The relevant page in Hansard is available at http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm081022/debtext/81022-0020.htm
This list does not include those who abstained.  One hopes that as honest men and women, these MPs will inform their constituents that they do not vote in accordance with Catholic teaching on even the most basic issues, and that true Catholics may be better advised to vote against them at election time.
If Catholics wish to spread the Kingdom of Christ here upon earth, they need to be working in harmony with the Vicar of Peter, and not against God’s truth. A house divided against itself cannot stand. With friends like these, what need has the Church of enemies?
